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Policies 
China's economic and social progress in 2020 
[Gov.CN, 01-03-2021] Braving the virus test and challenges in domestic and international 

situations, the Chinese economy ended 2020 on solid footing, becoming the only major 

economy to achieve positive growth in the pandemic-ravaged year. 

 GDP grew 2.3 percent year-on-year to hit 101.6 trillion yuan (about $15.7 trillion) in 

2020. 

 China's foreign exchange reserves expanded to $3.2165 trillion at the end of 2020. 

Yuan's average exchange rate against the US dollar came in at 6.8974, appreciating 

0.02 percent from a year earlier. 

 China's grain output reached nearly 670 billion kg in 2020, up 5.65 billion kg or 0.9 

percent from a year earlier. 

 China's total imports and exports of goods expanded 1.9 percent year-on-year to 32.16 

trillion yuan in 2020. 

 Research and development expenditure increased 10.3 percent to over 2.44 trillion 

yuan, accounting for 2.4 percent of GDP. 

Click here for details 

Government suggested to improve policies supporting agriculture sector 
[GT, 10-03-2021] China should improve its supporting policies in the agricultural sector to 

better connect its domestic policies and WTO rules, Zhu Jing, a deputy to the 13th National 

People's Congress said during this year's two sessions. 

As the grace period of China's joining the WTO is ending, China's supporting policies for the 

agricultural sector are facing rising external pressure involving its compliance with 

international rules, Zhu said in her proposal for this year's two sessions. 

The international rules have obviously restrained the scope of China's policy making and 

reform in the agricultural sector, and the country needs to upgrade its agricultural policies to 

ease the "pain point" it is facing to comply with international rules, the proposal said. 

Click here for details 

China unveils guideline for poverty alleviation outcomes 
[GOV.CN, 23-03-2021] The Communist Party of China Central Committee and the State 

Council on March 22 released a guideline on realizing the synergy of consolidating poverty 

alleviation outcomes and promoting rural vitalization. 

These issues are significant in building the new development paradigm of "dual circulation" 

where domestic and overseas markets reinforce each other, with the domestic market as the 

mainstay, the guideline stated. 

A transition period of five years has been set up since absolute poverty eradication, the 

document said. It noted that China would maintain the general stability of supportive 

measures within the transition period and avoid sharp turns in policy. 

Click here for details 

Food security high on govt agenda 
[China daily, 10-03-2021] In the Government Work Report, Premier Li Keqiang once again 

highlighted the importance of seeds and cultivable land in safeguarding China's food security.  

http://english.www.gov.cn/archive/statistics/202103/01/content_WS603c1fdac6d0719374af9b85.html
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202103/1217981.shtml
http://english.www.gov.cn/policies/latestreleases/202103/23/content_WS605926e8c6d0719374afb365.html
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To better safeguard food security, the emphasis should be on four major issues. 

 The government should take measures to meet people's demand for better quality and 

more varied types of food. 

 Ensuring food security is a long-term task, and two factors vital to guaranteeing food 

security are seeds and cropland. 

 Both the government and the market have important roles to play in safeguarding 

China's food security.  

 China can partly address the problem of scarcity of farmland by importing food 

products.  

Click here for details 

Rural revitalization aims to secure grain production 
[China daily, 30-03-2021] As one of China's major grain producers, Liaoning is to "make 

stabilizing grain production and ensuring grain security the top priority of our work related to 

agriculture, rural areas and farmers", during the nation's 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25). 

This year, the province aims to reach a total crop area of 3.53 million hectares, with a grain 

output exceeding 23.4 million metric tons. 

The province will focus on the protection and use of black soil and push for technological 

breakthroughs in seeds, especially in developing new varieties of rice and maize with high 

quality and yield. 

Priority will also be given to the eco-friendly prevention and control of major plant diseases 

and insect pests, the promotion of whole-process mechanization and the monitoring and 

warning systems of extreme weather, according to the local government. 

Click here for details 

China seed industry seeks better laws to support innovation 
[Reuters, 10-03-2021] China's seed regulations need to be overhauled to boost innovation and 

protect investment in new products, executives said, amid a renewed focus on the sector for 

its critical role in ensuring food security. 

China's leadership has said in recent months the country needs a "turnaround" in its seed 

industry, which is plagued by counterfeit products and a huge number of similar varieties that 

offer little new improvements for farmers. 

The country's seed law and regulations on the protection of new plant varieties should be 

revised as soon as possible, while enforcement against infringements should be stepped up, 

said Ning Gaoning, chairman of state-owned Sinochem Group and China National Chemical 

Corp (Chemchina). 

Sinochem owns multinational seed giant Syngenta. 

Click here for details 

Beijing mulls new law to curb food wastage 
[Xinhua, 12-03-2021] The Chinese capital Beijing has drafted a new law calling on eateries to 

deploy persuaders cautioning against extravagant dining and food waste. 

The person tasked with this unique responsibility will remind diners to pack leftovers and 

caution against placing excessive orders, according to the draft law on curbing food waste 

deliberated Friday by the city's legislature. 

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/10/WS604808eaa31024ad0baae0fd.html
https://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/30/WS606269f3a31099a234355081.html
https://www.agriculture.com/markets/newswire/china-seed-industry-seeks-better-laws-to-support-innovation
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The draft law also requires catering service providers to sell dishes of smaller portions, which 

are popular among single or couple diners.  

In China, about 17 million tonnes of food was estimated to be frittered away on the dining 

tables of restaurants in the cities each year. 

Click here for details 

China to tighten crackdown on fake African swine fever vaccines 
[GT, 08-03-2021] China's agriculture regulator has vowed to launch a nationwide campaign 

to crackdown on the illegal trade and production of fake vaccines against African swine fever 

(ASF) in the market. 

No ASF vaccines have been authorized in China or any other country in the world. Any 

unauthorized vaccines that are produced and traded are illegal, the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Rural Affairs said in a statement on Monday 8 March. .  

The ministry encouraged citizens to give tip-offs on cases of fake ASF vaccines, saying they 

will be rewarded up to 30,000 yuan ($4,609). 

Click here for details 

China to crack down on use of leanness enhancers in cattle and sheep 
[Reuters，19-03-2021] China’s agriculture ministry said on 19 March it will crack down on 

the use of leanness-enhancing agents in farm animals to guarantee the quality and safety of 

livestock products. 

The three-month drive will focus on the use of the banned substance clenbuterol in cattle and 

sheep, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs said in a statement, also urging local 

authorities to monitor its possible use in pigs. 

Clenbuterol is used by farmers to promote growth and muscle leanness in animals but is 

banned in many countries, including China, because of its risks to human health. 

Earlier this week, the ministry said it would investigate the use of clenbuterol on sheep farms, 

after state television revealed that the meat yield-boosting drug was being used in a major 

sheep production region. 

Click here for details 

China to improve grassland protection, restoration 
[GOV.CN, 30-03-2021] China will strengthen protection and restoration for grasslands and 

further develop ecological civilization, according to a circular released by the State Council 

on March 30. 

As the circular said, a preliminary system for grassland protection and restoration should be 

established by 2025, when grassland deterioration is fundamentally curbed. By 2035, the 

system will be further improved. The comprehensive vegetation coverage for grasslands 

should stabilize at 60 percent. In the middle of the century, all degraded grasslands will be 

comprehensively treated and restored. By then, the grassland ecosystem will achieve a 

virtuous circle. A new pattern of harmonious coexistence between human and nature will be 

formed. 

Click here for details 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/12/c_139806198.htm
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202103/1217698.shtml
https://www.reuters.com/article/china-livestock-clenbuterol/china-to-crack-down-on-use-of-leanness-enhancers-in-cattle-and-sheep-idUSL4N2LH33A?edition-redirect=uk
http://english.www.gov.cn/policies/latestreleases/202103/30/content_WS6063162ac6d0719374afbccc.html
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Deputies propose law to stamp out animal abuse 
[China daily, 16-03-2021] A number of deputies to the National People's Congress, China's 

top legislature, have called for legislation mandating punishment for those who abuse 

animals, as many such cases have been reported across the country in recent years. 

The top legislature and government departments have also paid attention to the issue, but 

whether to draft a special law to fight the abuse or punish abusers under current laws is still 

being studied, with a clear answer yet to emerge. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs said in 2019 that it was necessary to improve 

legislation to stop people harming animals, as the existing measures seem ineffective in 

solving the problem. 

Click here for details 

Science, Technology and Environment 
The UK – China Critical Zone Observatory (CZO) 
The UK – China Critical Zone Observatory (CZO) Programme is a joint programme between 

the UK National Environment Research Council (NERC) and the National Natural Science 

Foundation of China (NSFC) which seeks to understand ways to address the challenges for 

the delivery of China’s ecosystems services in association with their agricultural production 

and urbanisation. 

The programme produced an animation (in both Chinese and English) to explain 

the importance of soil and the research programme in China. The Programme also set up 

a WeChat account which is gaining momentum with lots of interesting updates and articles 

being shared and discussed.   

Click here for more details 

China aims for tech independence amid looming cut-throat race with US 
[GT, 01-03-2021] China is moving swiftly to map out potential weaknesses in dozens of 

technological sectors and draft a sweeping plan to address areas that are exposed to external 

risks, Chinese officials said, as the country aims to further bolster its rising technological 

prowess and counter a looming cut-throat race initiated by the US over core technologies 

such as chips, software and material that will determine the global power structure. 

Addressing the country's over-reliance on foreign supply of some critical components has 

already become a hot topic ahead of the two sessions, with lawmakers and political advisors 

making proposals and suggestions aimed at addressing various aspects of the issue, including 

increased government spending, talent building and other support measures.  

Click here for details 

China to finish building crop seed bank this year 
[Xinhua, 04-03-2021] China is setting up a national crop seed bank, which is expected to be 

completed this year. 

The new germplasm pool will be capable of storing 1.5 million pieces of various crops, the 

world's largest, said Wan Jianmin, a member of the 13th National Committee of the Chinese 

People's Political Consultative Conference and also vice president of the Chinese Academy of 

Agricultural Sciences. 

With the breeding efforts over the last five years, the total plantation area of China's 

independently-bred crop varieties has accounted for more than 95% of the country's total. 

Click here for details 

https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/16/WS60500f2ca31024ad0baaf6e6.html
http://www.czo.ac.cn/
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202103/1216926.shtml
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/04/c_139783534.htm
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Digital technologies key to modernization of farm ecosystem 
[China Daily, 08-03-2021] China has successfully developed its agricultural sector over past 

decades but such development has also contributed to a shortage of good farmland as well as 

a strain on water supplies.  

While Chinese consumers and society are increasingly paying attention to food quality and 

safety, improving the quality and nutrition of crops becomes equally important with 

agricultural product consumption confidence, which means teaching farmers how to maintain 

yields without overusing fertilizer and pesticides. 

This is why building a modern agricultural ecosystem is important and where digital and 

technological platform can make a huge difference, one example being that we can now 

provide information on local weather patterns, and weed and insect threats, to enable farmers 

to confidently increase yields and reduce pesticide use. 

Click here for details 

Chinese consumers’ attitudes and potential acceptance toward artificial 

meat 
[J Liu et. al. 2021] A survey was carried out to investigate Chinese attitudes toward artificial 

meat.  

The answers of 4666 respondents concluded that 19.9% and 9.6% of them were definitely 

willing and unwilling to try artificial meat respectively, whereas 47.2% were not willing to 

eat it regularly, and 87.2% were willing to pay less for it compared to conventional meat. 

Finally, 52.9% of them will accept artificial meat as an alternative to conventional meat.  

Emotional resistance such as the perception of “absurdity or disgusting” would lead to no 

willingness to eat artificial meat regularly. The main concerns were related to safety and 

unnaturalness, but less to ethical and environmental issues as in Western countries.  

Click here for details 

Congress discusses ways forward for seed industry 
[China daily, 21-03-2021] The 2021 China Seed Congress and the Nanfan Agricultural 

Silicon Valley Forum held in Sanya in Hainan province on 20 March has brought together 

more than 2,000 scientists, experts and field workers to discuss challenges and breakthrough 

solutions for high quality and green development of the country's seed industry. 

China has achieved self-sufficiency in grain seeds, with more than 95 percent of its planting 

areas using domestically cultivated crop varieties to provide stable supply for grain and other 

agricultural products, said Zhang Taolin, vice-minister of agriculture and rural affairs, at the 

opening ceremony of the five-day event, the largest of its kind in terms of the number of 

registered participants. 

But he said the nation's seed industry still has a long way to go to catch up with the world, 

with yields of soybean and corn in China remaining less than 60 percent of the scale in the 

United States, while more than 10 percent of the total area of vegetable planting is dependent 

on foreign crop varieties. 

The central government released a master plan for the construction of Hainan Free Trade Port 

released on June 1, 2020, which included in its list of major pioneering projects the 

development of an introduction and transfer center for global animal and germplasm 

resources and the Nanfan scientific and technological base for seed breeding. 

Click here for details 

http://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/08/WS60456679a31099a23435477d.html
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-8158/10/2/353
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/21/WS6056aa4ba31024ad0bab0797.html
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Biogas promoted as clean power, heat source 
[China daily, 18-03-2021] Foodscraps, livestock waste and surplus agricultural output－
instead of hauling such organic waste to sometimes distant landfills, China is beefing up 

efforts turn trash into treasure. The development of waste-derived biogas is also meaningful 

in helping reduce reliance on fossil fuels, diversify energy sources and curb carbon emissions, 

according to experts. 

That is part of the reason why China is stepping up efforts in developing the biogas industry. 

Efforts include providing financial and administrative support to tackle technological barriers 

and setting up research and development labs in cooperation with institutes and companies. 

The goal is to reach annual biogas output of over 10 billion cubic meters by 2025, and more 

than 20 billion cu m by 2030. 

Click here for details 

China's resolve to cut carbon emission welcomed by experts, entrepreneurs 
[Xinhua, 21-03-2021] Economists and business leaders attending the ongoing China 

Development Forum 2021 spoke highly of the country's resolve to prioritize the reduction of 

carbon dioxide emissions in future development. 

Focusing on China's commitment to peaking carbon dioxide emissions by 2030 and achieving 

carbon neutrality by 2060, the participants of the economic summit of the forum discussed the 

opportunities and successful experiences in the field. 

Believing China will achieve early carbon peaking, Nicholas Stern, professor at the London 

School of Economics and Political Science, suggested the country take a string of measures 

such as stopping investing in the coal industry, developing new energy sources, using 

recyclable energy and making improvements in transport and land. 

Click here for details 

Advancing China’s food safety 
[World Bank, 25-03-2021] The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors approved a loan 

of US$400 million for the China Food Safety Improvement Project to help China improve 

food safety management at both the national and targeted subnational levels, and reduce food 

safety risks in selected value chains. 

China bears a considerable share of the global health and economic burden of consuming 

unsafe food. The cost of foodborne diseases in terms of human capital productivity loss in 

China is estimated at over US$30 billion per year, almost 50 percent of the total economic 

burden of foodborne diseases in Asia. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has further exacerbated food safety challenges, notably in 

processing, packaging, and transporting agricultural products. In addition, improvements in 

food safety standards are important for China’s trading partners and its agricultural export 

competitiveness. Improving food safety in China would also reduce food loss and waste and 

generate large climate co-benefits. 

Click here for details 

Chinese-led piece on crop pest cover story of top journal 
[China daily, 26-03-2021] The prestigious scientific journal Cell published a cover article 

online written by Chinese scientists about the agricultural pest whitefly, or Bemisia tabaci. 

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/18/WS6052b6bca31024ad0baaff41.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/21/c_139825707.htm
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/03/25/advancing-china-s-food-safety
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Zhang Youjun, director-general of the Institute of Vegetables of Flowers at Chinese Academy 

of Agricultural Sciences, and his team have discovered that the tiny pests are prone to transfer 

genes from host plants and thus lead to a broad host plant adaptation in insects. 

These findings reveal an evolutionary scenario whereby herbivores harness the genetic toolkit 

of their host plants to develop resistance to plant defenses and how this can be used for crop 

protection. Interfering with transferred genes can be a highly effective way to combat pests, 

the article said. 

Click here for details 

Trade and Business 
Sinochem, ChemChina to jointly restructure 
[China daily, 31-03-2021] With the approval of the State Council, Sinochem Group Co Ltd 

and China National Chemical Corp Ltd, or ChemChina, will undertake a joint restructuring, 

according to a statement released by the State-owned Assets Supervision and Administration 

Commission. 

Under such a joint restructuring plan, the equity interests of both centrally-administered State-

owned enterprises will be owned by a newly-incorporated company. It will be established and 

wholly owned by the commission on behalf of the State Council. 

The new company will endeavor to broaden and deepen the synergies among such sectors, 

achieve breakthroughs in key materials and technologies, provide high quality agricultural 

materials and comprehensive agricultural services, promote carbon neutrality, and become an 

innovation-driven company in these areas, the corporate statement said. 

Click here for details 

China's sow herd grew slightly in first two months 
[Reuters, 18-03-2021] China’s sow herd grew 34.1% in February from the same month a year 

earlier and 1% from the prior month, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs said, 

providing a rosier outlook than estimated by many analysts. 

China’s herd of breeding sows is being closely watched after farm managers, veterinarians 

and analysts said there had been a high rate of outbreaks of African swine fever during winter 

months. 

The ministry said it had almost recovered by the end of last year, but a resurgence of disease 

would delay the recovery. 

Click here for details 

Pinduoduo 4Q revenue tops estimates, states goal to be world’s top grocer  
[Globe Newswire, 17-03-2021] -- Pinduoduo’s reported fourth-quarter revenue topped 

analyst estimates, as China’s largest agriculture platform pledged to make basic necessities 

more affordable and set a goal to become the world’s top grocer. 

 “We hope that in the next stage, Pinduoduo will become the world’s largest agriculture and 

grocery platform, and make groceries sourced around the world affordable and available to 

our users,” said Chen Lei, Chairman and CEO of Pinduoduo. 

Last year, consumers bought more than RMB 270 billion worth of agriculture-related 

products on Pinduoduo, a doubling in value from 2019 and cementing the company’s position 

as the largest agriculture platform in China.  

Click here for details 

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/26/WS605d8c35a31024ad0bab1e18.html
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/31/WS606480a4a31024ad0bab2db6.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/china-pigs/update-1-chinas-sow-herd-grew-slightly-in-first-two-months-agriculture-ministry-idUSL1N2LG03Y
http://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/03/17/2194343/0/en/Pinduoduo-4Q-revenue-tops-estimates-states-goal-to-be-world-s-top-grocer.html
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Yantai Port enters peak fertilizer handling season 
[China daily, 12-03-2021] East China's Yantai Port entered its peak season for handling and 

distributing chemical fertilizers in March – an important time for spring agriculture and the 

start to ploughing across China. 

China is the world's largest consumer of potash fertilizer and Yantai Port is an important 

distribution center for chemical fertilizers in China. Since the start of the year, Yantai Port has 

handled 103,000 tons of imported potash fertilizer. 

In the peak season, the daily volume of domestic sales can reach more than 3,000 tons, 

benefiting agricultural customers within more than 100 square kilometers of Yantai. 

Click here for details 

China's food industry logs profit growth in 2020  
[Xinhua, 07-03-2021] China's food industry reported a steady increase in profits last year, 

data from the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology showed. 

Combined profits of major food enterprises, whose annual revenues exceed 20 million yuan 

(about 3 million U.S. dollars) from their main operations, amounted to 620.66 billion yuan in 

2020, up 7.2 percent year on year, according to the ministry. 

The growth rate was 3.1 percentage points higher than that of all industrial sectors. 

Click here for details 

Pesticide Makers Soar as Yellow Rust, Armyworms Threaten Crops in 

China 
[Yicai, 17-03-2021] Shares in farm chemical and pesticide makers shot up today after China’s 

ministry of agriculture warned that yellow rust, a fungal disease that affects wheat, and the 

dreaded crop-eating fall armyworm have made reappearances across the country and are 

spreading as temperatures warm up. 

Wheat yellow rust, which can reduce yields by more than 30 percent or even wipe out the 

entire crop, has already affected 143,333 hectares of the country’s wheat growing heartland 

across eight provinces, the Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Affairs said. It is the third most 

serious outbreak in a decade, it added. 

Meanwhile fall armyworms have invaded 109,333 hectares of corn fields across southern 

China in Yunnan province, Guangdong province and the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 

Region that were planted in the autumn and winter and year, it said. This is an increase of 15 

percent from the same time last year. 

Click here for details 

Pinduoduo leads farm-to-table movement in China 
[Pandaily, 01-03-2021]One of China’s leading interactive e-commerce platforms Pinduoduo 

(PDD) has capitalized on new opportunities to source fresh farm produce and deliver it to 

consumers.  

In August 2020, PDD responded to the pandemic by launching a next-day delivery service 

called Duo Duo Grocery, enabling consumers to receive farm-produced products right away. 

Duo Duo Grocery leveraged its connection with 12 million farmers and a large consumer 

base of 731 million people to take the lead in China’s farm-to-table movement. 

Choosing from a curated selection of fresh vegetables sourced from local farms, consumers 

place their orders via PDD’s mobile app before 11 p.m. in order to pick up their order at a 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/m/shandong/yantai/2021-03/12/content_37543395.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-03/07/c_139790910.htm
https://www.yicaiglobal.com/news/pesticide-makers-soar-as-yellow-rust-armyworms-threaten-crops-in-china
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nearby collection spot after 4 p.m. the following day. Orders are processed every night, 

allowing the freshly harvested products to be sent from local farms to sorting stations, where 

individual orders are packed and transported to local collection spots. 

Click here for details 

Re-emergence of African swine fever in China complicates global pork 

outlook  
[Pig-World, 16-03-2021] China’s pig herd had been recovering rapidly since 2019, growing 

significantly in 2020, but this progress has been halted of late due to a combination of illegal 

vaccines, the emergence of new variants of the ASF virus, and pressure from other diseases, 

particularly porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome (PRRS). 

This has resulted in a rising piglet mortality rate and culling among the sow and hog herd in 

recent months. It is estimated that the sow herd dropped from December 2020 to February 

2021, down 3% to 5% month-on-month in each month. 

China’s booming import demand for pork and other species was a major demand driver in 

global animal protein markets in 2020, but the forecast for China’s import demand in 2021 is 

uncertain – Rabobank expects China to import around 3.9m to 5m metric tons in 2021, with 

volumes 10% to 30% down from the record high of 2020. This is on the back of the forecast 

growth in China’s pork production in 2021, which is likely exceed 2019 levels. 

Click here for details 

China seen as key partner in UK's post-Brexit future 
[China daily, 29-03-2021] As the United Kingdom sets out its "Global Britain" strategy to 

maintain its international standing after its withdrawal from the European Union, China is an 

important factor, British experts said. 

Jim O'Neill, a British economist and China expert, said: "It is inescapable that China matters, 

because it is the second-largest economy in the world in current nominal dollar terms, and the 

largest in purchasing power parity." 

Stephen Perry, chairman of The 48 Group Club, a business network committed to promoting 

trade and cultural links between the UK and China, said:"Business goes where the money is. 

Asia has the biggest population and GDP growth. It is natural for the UK to try and make its 

mark there." 

Click here for details 

Ireland eyes more agri-food exports to China 
[Xinhua，29-03-2021] Ireland looks forward to exporting more agri-food products to China, 

senior Irish agriculture officials said. 

China is now Ireland's fourth largest market for agri-food and the second-largest market for 

Irish dairy products and pig meat, said the Irish side during the meeting, adding that Ireland 

attaches great importance to the Chinese market and looks forward to exporting more high-

quality agri-food products to China. 

Economic and trade cooperation serves as an important bond for China-Ireland relations, said 

the Chinese ambassador, noting that trade between the two countries reached a new high in 

2020 despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Click here for details 

https://pandaily.com/pinduoduo-leads-farm-to-table-movement-in-china/
http://www.pig-world.co.uk/news/re-emergence-of-african-swine-fever-in-china-complicates-global-pork-outlook-rabobank.html
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202103/29/WS60612fada31024ad0bab227c.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/europe/2021-03/30/c_139845255.htm
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US breeding pigs land in Sichuan, part of move to improve domestic 

livestock 
[GT, 15-03-2120] A total of 985 breeding pigs from the US arrived in Chengdu, capital of 

Southwest China's Sichuan Province in a chartered plane, providing a source for China's 

domestic stock breeding.  

This is the first batch of a mass import order of 2,400 breeding pigs from the US by a 

livestock breeding company in Sichuan that's a unit of China's agribusiness giant Zhengbang 

Group, a record high import volume for the province.  

China imported more than 30,000 breeding pigs last year, a record high, with Southwest 

China's Yunnan Province having the most imports - more than 8,000 animals. 

Denmark, the US, Canada and the UK are major import sources for China's breeding pigs. 

Click here for details 

China-EU trade receives boost as Geographical Indications agreement 

takes effect 
[Xinhua, 01-03-2021] China-European Union (EU) Geographical Indications (GIs) 

Agreement took effect on 1st March, injecting a dose of stimulus into bilateral trade, and 

marking another milestone in cooperation between China and the EU. 

GI is the label used for identifying the geographical origin of a product, and is also an 

important type of intellectual property right. 

According to the agreement, 100 GIs from each side, involving liquor, tea, food and farm 

produce, came under protection on the same day, which means consumers from China and the 

EU could buy authentic specialities of each other without worries about the inferior and fake 

goods. 

Click here for details 
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